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DETAILED ACTION 

The indicated allowability of claim 8 is withdrawn in view of the newly discovered 
reference(s) to Rogers (USPN 5964003) and Hess (USPN 6852923). Rejections based on the 
newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rogers 
(USPN 5964003). 

With regards to claim 1, Rogers teaches a support plate (72) and a rigid arbor (not labeled 
but shown in figure 4 as the phantom lines below reference number 20) attached to the support 
plate. The arbor is adapted to a drive means (18) for rotation of the support plate. There is a 
cleaning member (68) disposed on and extending from the support plate. While the preamble of 
the claim includes limitations for the machine tool, the machine tool is not positively claimed in 
the body of the claim. Therefore, the limitations of the preamble are not read into the body of 
the claim. A preamble is generally not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites 
the purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does 
not depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural 
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limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) 

i 

and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). Since the prior art of 
Rogers teaches the structural limitations of the claim, if it was used in the same environment as 
the present invention, the cleaning member would inherently contact and clean a surface of a 
machine tool. It is suggested that the applicant claim the apparatus for cleaning in combination 
with the machine tool. 

With regards to claim 3, the cleaning member comprises a flexible wiper, wherein the 
wiper is a sponge material (col. 2, lines 55-57). 

With regards to claims 4 and 5, the cleaning member is disposed along an inside and an 
outside edge of the support plate. Figures 1 and 4 show the sponge covering the inside edge 
(middle of the plate) and the outside edge (outer portion of bottom of plate) of the support plate. 

With regards to claim 6, the cleaning member is disposed radially about the axis of 
rotation. The axis of rotation is located in the center of the cleaning member and the cleaning 
member extends outwardly from the axis. 

With regards to claim 7, the cleaning member is disposed at an angle relative to the 
support plate. The angle is 0 or 180 degrees. 

With regards to claim 8, there is further a conduit (126, 58) disposed on the support plate. 
The conduit is connected to a source of pressurized fluid (col. 3, lines 21-24). There is an 
aperture (82) for discharging fluid. 
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Claims 1, 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hess 
(USPN 3852923). 

With regards to claim 1, Hess teaches a support plate (18, 19) and a rigid arbor (13) 
attached to the support plate. The arbor is adapted to a drive means (53) for rotation of the 
support plate. There is a cleaning member (44-47) disposed on and extending from the support 
plate. While the preamble of the claim includes limitations for the machine tool, the machine 
tool is not positively claimed in the body of the claim. Therefore, the limitations of the preamble 
are not read into the body of the claim. A preamble is generally not accorded any patentable 
weight where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and 
where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the 
process steps or structural limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 
USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) zndKropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 
1951). Since the prior art of Hess teaches the structural limitations of the claim, if it was used in 
the same environment as the present invention, the cleaning member would inherently contact 
and clean a surface of a machine tool. It is suggested that the applicant claim the apparatus for 
cleaning in combination with the machine tool. 

With regards to claim 5, the cleaning member is disposed along an outside edge of the 
support plate (figure 1) 

With regards to claim 6, the cleaning member is disposed radially about the axis of 
rotation. The axis of rotation is located about the arbor (13) and the cleaning members extend 
outwardly from the axis. 
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With regards to claim 7, the cleaning member is disposed at an angle relative to the 
support plate. The angle is 0 or 180 degrees. 

With regards to claim 8, there is further a conduit (60) disposed on the support plate. The 
conduit is connected to a source of pressurized fluid (coolant). There is an aperture (14) for 
discharging fluid. 

Claims 1-2, 4, 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Smith 
(USPN 5168660). 

With regards to claim 1, Smith teaches a support plate (16) and a rigid arbor (12) attached 
to the support plate. The arbor is adapted to a drive means (col. 4, lines 16-18) for rotation of the 
support plate. There is a cleaning member (24) disposed on and extending from the support 
plate. While the preamble of the claim includes limitations for the machine tool, the machine 
tool is not positively claimed in the body of the claim. Therefore, the limitations of the preamble 
are not read into the body of the claim. A preamble is generally not accorded any patentable 
weight where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and 
where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the 
process steps or structural limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 
USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 
1951). Since the prior art of Smith teaches the structural limitations of the claim, if it was used 
in the same environment as the present invention, the cleaning member would inherently contact 
and clean a surface of a machine tool. It is suggested that the applicant claim the apparatus for 
cleaning in combination with the machine tool. 

With regards to claim 2, the cleaning member is a plurality of flexible bristles (24). 
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With regards to claim 4, the cleaning member is disposed along an inside edge of the 
support plate (figure 1 ) 

With regards to claim 6, the cleaning member is disposed radially about the axis of 
rotation. The axis of rotation is located about the arbor (12) and the cleaning members are 
disposed around the axis. 

With regards to claim 7, the cleaning member is disposed at an angle relative to the 
support plate. The angle is 0 or 180 degrees. 

Claims 1, 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lang Chip 
Removal Fans (hereinafter referred to a "Lang"). 

With regards to claim 1 , Lang teaches a support plate and a rigid arbor attached to the 
support plate. The arbor is adapted to a drive means for rotation of the support plate. There are 
cleaning member disposed on and extending from the support plate (see figure below). While 
the preamble of the claim includes limitations for the machine tool, the machine tool is not 
positively claimed in the body of the claim. Therefore, the limitations of the preamble are not 
read into the body of the claim. A preamble is generally not accorded any patentable weight 
where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and where the 
body of the claim does not depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the process 
steps or structural limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 
USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) andKropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 
1951). Since the prior art of Lang teaches the structural limitations of the claim, if it was used in 
the same environment as the present invention, the cleaning member would inherently contact 
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and clean a surface of a machine tool. It is suggested that the applicant claim the apparatus for 
cleaning in combination with the machine tool. 

With regards to claim 5, the cleaning member is disposed along an outside edge of the 
support plate (figure below when extended) 

With regards to claim 6, the cleaning member is disposed radially about the axis of 
rotation. The axis of rotation is located about the arbor and the cleaning members are disposed 
around the axis (figure below of cleaning member extended) 

With regards to claim 7, the cleaning member is disposed at an angle relative to the 
support plate. The angle is between 0 and 180 degrees. See figure below. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 9-15 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claim 9 includes the limitations of a fixture comprising a mounting plate and a bearing 
block. There is a support plate attached to the fixture via the bearing block, with a cleaning 
member disposed on the plate. The claim states that the fixture is located within a housing and 
that the support plate has a first coupling member on the support plate, which engages a second 
coupling member on the spindle. Given that the limitations in the body of the claim rely on 
structure from the preamble, the preamble is given meaning in the claim. Therefore, since the 
fixture is located in a housing and that a first coupling engages a second coupling on the spindle, 
the claimed combination of the machine tool and the apparatus for dislodging surface 
contaminants is allowable over the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shay L. Karls whose telephone number is 571-272-1268. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00 M-Th, alternating F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gladys Corcoran can be reached on 571-272-1214. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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